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§776.11

this part will be taken against the at-
torney. Written advice may be sought
from either a supervisory attorney or
the appropriate advisor in paragraph
(a) of this section. JAG is not bound by
unwritten advice or by advice provided
by personnel who are not supervisory
attorneys or advisors. See §776.54 of
this part.

§776.11 Outside part-time practice of
law.

A covered USG attorney’s primary
professional responsibility is to the cli-
ent, as defined by §776.4 of this part,
and he or she is expected to ensure that
representation of such client is free
from conflicts of interest and otherwise
conforms to the requirements of these
rules and other regulations concerning
the provision of legal services within
the Department of the Navy. The out-
side practice of law, therefore, must be
carefully monitored. Covered USG at-
torneys who wish to engage in the part-
time, outside practice of law must first
obtain permission from JAG. Failure
to obtain permission before engaging in
the outside practice of law may subject
the covered USG attorney to adminis-
trative or disciplinary action, includ-
ing professional sanctions adminis-
tered per subpart C of this part. Cov-
ered USG attorneys may obtain further
details in JAGINST 5803.1 (series). This
requirement does not apply to non-
USG attorneys, or to Reserve or Re-
tired judge advocates unless serving on
active-duty for more than 30 consecu-
tive days.

§776.12 Maintenance of files.

Ethics complaint records shall be
maintained by the Administrative Law
Division, Office of the Judge Advocate
General, and, in the case of Marine
records, by the Judge Advocate Re-
search and Civil Law Branch, JA Divi-
sion, HQMC.

(a) Requests for access to such
records should be referred to Deputy
Assistant Judge Advocate General (Ad-
ministrative Law), Office of the Judge
Advocate General (Code 13), 1322 Pat-
terson Avenue, SE., Suite 3000, Wash-
ington Navy Yard DC 20374-5066, or to
Head, Judge Advocate Research and
Civil Law Branch, JA Division, Head-
quarters Marine Corps, Washington
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Navy Yard DC 20380-0001, as appro-
priate.

(b) Local command files regarding
professional responsibility complaints
will not be maintained. Commanding
officers and other supervisory attor-
neys may, however, maintain personal
files but must not share their contents
with others.

§§776.13-776.17 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Rules of Professional
Conduct

§776.18 Preamble.

(a) A covered USG attorney is a rep-
resentative of clients, an officer of the
legal system, an officer of the Federal
Government, and a public citizen who
has a special responsibility for the
quality of justice and legal services
provided to the DON and to individual
clients. The Rules of Professional Con-
duct contained in this subpart govern
the ethical conduct of covered attor-
neys practicing under the TUniform
Code of Military Justice, the Manual
for Courts-Martial, 10 TU.S.C. 1044
(Legal Assistance), other laws of the
United States, and regulations of the
DON.

(b) This subpart not only addresses
the professional conduct of judge advo-
cates, but also applies to all other cov-
ered attorneys who practice under the
cognizance and supervision of the JAG.
See §776.2 of this part.

(c) All covered attorneys are subject
to professional disciplinary action im-
posed by the JAG for violation of the
Rules contained in this subpart. Action
by the JAG does not prevent other Fed-
eral, State, or local bar associations or
other licensing authorities from taking
professional disciplinary or other ad-
ministrative action for the same or
similar acts.

§776.19 Principles.

The Rules of this subpart are based
on the following principles. Interpreta-
tion of this subpart should flow from
common meaning. To the extent that
any ambiguity or conflict exists, this
subpart should be interpreted con-
sistent with these general principles.

(a) Covered attorneys shall:
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